FIRST   VISIT  TO  PARIS                    j,
cMadame Querini at Fontainebleau!? I said, surprised.
cYou here, Casanova! One remembers Queen Elizabeth**
saying, "The poor we have always with us!" '"
Her insolence was repaid her in full. The king's remark
about her, which she must have heard as he passed with
Richelieu, was, cWe can do better than that here in the way
of looks!*
Poor Juliette Querini! She very nearly got hold of Saint..
Simon, who admired her, but she deceived him with false
references and he never forgave her.
, About this time the dauphiness gave birth to the Duke of
Burgundy, and the rejoicings which took place seem to me
incredible, when I look back on them to-day and see what
the same nation has done with its king. The nation wishes
to be free, and its ambition is a noble one, for man is not
made to be a slave to the will of another man; but to what
can this revolution tend, undertaken by such a frivolous,
pleasure-seeking, excitable nation as the French? Time alone
will show.
I had frequent occasion to see the king, sometimes on his
way to or from Mass, sometimes in the corridors of one or
other of his palaces. He had a fine head, and bore himself
with dignity and grace. No painter has ever done justice to
this magnificent head, or to its benevolent expression. The
king's beauty and grace compelled admiration. When I first
saw him I thought he was the very ideal of majesty, and I
did not doubt but that Madame de Pompadour was really in
love with him; perhaps I was mistaken. His haughtiness
was unnatural, it had been instilled in him by education, and
now he could not lay it aside. When an ambassador presented
any one to him, he made not the slightest sign of recogni-
tion, and the person presented would withdraw feeling that
it was probable the king had seen him, but that was all. He
was exceedingly polite to women, even to his mistresses, in
public, and would disgrace any one who was wanting in
respect towards them. More strongly than any one else, he
possessed that royal virtue, dissimulation. He could keep a